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REMAJRKS 

This Response is submitted in reply to the Final Office Action dated June 6, 2005. 
Claims 1-21 are pendiiig in the patent appHcation. Claims 1, 9, 10, 11 and 12 have been 
amended. No new matter has been added by any of the amendments made herein. Claims 1,2, 
5-7, 9-13 and 18-20 wer^ rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). Claims 3, 4, 8, 14^17 and 21 were 
■ refected under -35 U.S;a § 103(a). AppUcant respectMly submits, at least for the reas^ 
forth below, that the rejpctions have been overcome or are improper. Accordingly. Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration of the patentability of claims 1-21 for the foUowing 
reasons. 

^l^s 1, 2; 5-7, 9-13 and 18-20 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as aUegedly 
being anticipated by U.S. patent application publication 2003/0093474. to Kakuta . et . al . 
C*BCakuta"). 

Claims 1, 9, 10, :11 and 12 are the sole independent claims. Claim 1 is directed to an 
information processing apparatus for exchanging information with other information processing 
apparatuses over a network, said apparatus includes: first record control means for controUing 
the recording of information relating to at least one community composed of a plurality of users; 
second record control means for controUing the recording of information relating to said plurality 
of users; first generation means for generating a first set of information coiresponding to a virtual 
space capable of being utilized by said plurality of users using said other in&miation processing 
apparatuses; second generation means for geuerating a second set of information including an 
information list showing said community a first user participates in &om information relating to 
said pluraUly of users; a idisplay which displays at least a portion of the virtual space and said 
information Ust; fu^t output control means for controlHng the output to said other information 
processing apparatuses, of said first set of information generated by said first generation means, 
and said second set of information generated by said second generation means, and an. ixxput . 
control means for controlling the input from said other information processing apparamses. of a 
fourth set of information showing the operation by a said first user for giving a third set of 
information showing a specified community to a second user, fixxm among the . second set of 
information generated by said second generation means, within said virtual space generated by 
said first generation means, wherein the third set of information is represented by an. icon, where 
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the first user can deliver the third set of informatioii to said second user by dragging and 
dropping the icon onto ja represeatation of said second user, within the virtual space, wherein 
said first record control pieans controls the recording of information relating to said community 
shown by said third set k infonnalion, on the basis of said fourth set of infomiation with inputs 
controlled by said input! control means, and wherein said second record ^control means controls 
the recording of information relating to said first user and said second user, on the basis of said 
fourth set of information.: with inputs controlled by said input control means. 

'^^^^ ^ is directed to An information processing method fpr an information processing 

apparatus for exchanging; information witfa other infoimation processing agyparatuses over a 
network, said method includes: recording information relating to at least one community 
composed of a pluraKty iof users; recording information relating to said plurality of users of said 
community; generating a first set of information corresponding to a virtual space utilizable by a 
phffality of said users using other said infomiation processing ^paratuses; generating a second 
set of information inclu(iing a table showing said community participated in" by a first user of 
said plurality of users; displaying at least a portion of Ihe virtual space and said table on a 
display; controlling an output to said other information processing ^paratuses, of said first set of 
information and said second set of infomiation controlling the input from said other information 
processing apparatuses, of a fourth set of information showing the operation by said first user for 
giving a third set of infoimation showing a specified commupity to a second user, from among 
said second set of infonnation generated by said second generation means, within said virtual 
space, controlling the recording of information relating to said community , shown by said third 
set of information, on the basis of said fourth set of information witti inputs controlled by said 
input control means, wherein the tbird set of information is represented by an icon, where the 
first user can deUver the thifd set of information to said second user by dragging and dropping 
the icon onto a representation of said second user, within the virtual space, and, controlling the 
recording of infonnation relating to said first user and said second user, on the basis of said 
fourth set of information with inputs controlled by the processing in said input control step. 

Claim . 10 is directed to an infoimation processing computer program for exchanging 
information with other information processing apparatuses over a network, said computer 
program includes: a first recording control step for continuing the recording of information 
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relating to at least one cpimnunity composed of a plurality of users; a second recording control 
step for controlling Oi^ recording of iofoimation plating to said jilurality of users ia. said 
community; a first genejration step for generating a first set of information corresponding to a 
virtual space utiUzable by a plurality of said users using other said information processing 
apparatus^; a second generation ^ep for generating a second set of infonnation including 
information on a tabl^ showing said community participated in by said first user,, from 
infoimatioii relating to ^aid plurality of said users; displaying at least a portion of the virtual 
space and said table on k display; an output control step for controlling an output to said other 
infonnation processing apparatuses, of said first set of information generated by processing in 
said first generation step, and said second set of inibimation generated by processing in said 
second generation step;: and an input control step for controUing an input from said other 
information processing Apparatuses, of a fourth set of information showing the operation by a 
said &st user for giving; a third set of infonnation showing a specified community to a second 
user, from among said second set of inibnnation generated by said second genwation means, 
within said virtual space generated by the pracessing in said first generation step; wherein said 
first recording control step controls the recording of infonnation relating to said community 
shown by said third set of information, on the basis of said fourth set of infonnation with inputs 
connrolled by said input control means, wherein the third set of infonnation is represented by an 
icon, where the first user lean deliver tiie third set of infonnation to said second user by dragging 
and dropping the icon onto a representation of said second user, within the virtual space, and 
wherein said second recording control step controls the recording of infonnati.pn relating to said 
first user and said second user, on flie basis of said fourth set of infonnation witii inputs 
controlled by the processing in said input control step. 

Claim U is directed to a service providing system which comprises a first infonnation 
processing apparatus for exchanging infonnation witii other infonnation processing apparatuses 
over a network, and a sebond infonnation processing apparatus possessed by a user, said first 
information processing apparatus includes: first record control means for controlling the 
recording of infonnation relating to a community composed of a plurality of users; second record 
control means for controlling the recording of infonnation relating to said pluraUty of users in 
said community; first generation means for generating a first set of information corresponding to 
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a Virtual space capable being utilized by. said plurality of users using said other information 
processing apparatuses;! second generation means for generating a second set of information 
including a list aho^vingjsaid community a first user participates in, from information relating to 
said pluraUty of users; ^irst output control means for controlling output to said second set of 
information processing i^paratus, of said first set of information generated from said first 
generation means, and Jsaid second set of information generated by said 'second generation^ 
means; first input control means for controlling an input ftom said second set of information 
processing apparatus, of a fourth set of information showing the operation by said first user for", 
giving a third set of infdmation showing a specified community to a second user, from among a 
second set of information generated by said second generation means, within said virtual space 
generated by said first generation means; wherein the third set of information is represented by 
an icon, where the firstluser can deUver the tiiird set of information to said second user by 
dragging and dropping the icon onto a representation of said second user, witiiin the virtual 
space, wherein said first record control means controls the recording of information relating to 
said community shown by said tiiird set of information, on the basis of said fourtii set of 
information witii inputs ^controlled by said first iig)ut control means, and said second record 
contol means controls the recording of information relating to said first user and said second 
user, on the basis of said fourth set of information with inputs controlled by said first input 
contiol means, and said second information processing apparatus includes;, second input control 
mearis for controlling tiie input of said first set of information and said second set of information 
with outputs oohtrbUed by said first output control means; display control means for controUir^ " 
tile display of at least a pbrtion of the virtual space, said first set of information and said second 
set of information witii outputs controlled by said second input control means; third input control 
means for controUing tiie input of said fourth set of information showing ttie operation for 
supplying to said second iiser said tiiird set of information showing a specified community from 
among said second set of information within said virtual space showing said fiirst set of 
information, and said tiiitd set of information was suppKed by said first user, after referring to 
said first set of information and said second set of information whose display is controUed by 
said display control means; and second output control means for controlling tiie output to said 
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first set of information; processing apparatus, of said fourth set of infonnation with inputs 
controlled by said third ijq>ut coQtrol means. 

Claim 12 is dire9ted to an infonnation processing apparatus for exchanging information 
with other information processing apparatuses over a network, said apparatus includes: a first 
recorder that records infpimation relating to at least one community composed of a pluraHty of 
users; a second recorder that records information for each , of said pluraUty of users; a first 
information generator that generates a first set of infonnation corresponding to a virtual space, 
wherein the virtual spac? is capable of being utOized by said plutahty of users using said other 
information processing apparatuses; a second information generator that genraates a second set 
of information including m inforination hst showing sdd community a first oser participates in 
based on said information relating to each of said plurality of users, wherein each of said 
communities oil saiid ibfoiination list are represented by an image; a display screai that displays 
at least a portion of said virtual world and said information list; an output controller for 
controlling tiie output of said first set of information, and said second set of information to the 
other information processing apparatuses; and an input controller for controlling tiie 
communication of a third set of information regarding a specific community on said information 
list from said fiiist user ;to a second iiser within said virtual space; wherein the tWrd set of 
information is represented by an icon, where the first user can deliver flbe third set of information 
to said second user by dragging and dropping the icon onto a representation of said second user, 
within the virtual space, wherein said first recorder controls the recording of said third set of 
information; and said second recorder controls the recording of infonnation relating to said first 
user and said second user, and wherein said first user uses said input controller to move the 
image of said specific community from said infonnation list to said second user within said 
virtual space oh said display screen. 

Kakuta is directed to a group contact system which enables membere of a group that 
communicate over the internet, such as in a chat room, to obtain information regarding the otiier 
members of the group. Further, Kakuta enables internet users, and specifically, users in a chat 
room to obtain mfOrmatioh regarding each user in the chat room so that one or more of the users 
may contact one or more of tiie other users using communication means outside of the internet, 
such as by telephone or facsimile. See, Kakuta, Abstract. 



PAGE 19/20 ' RCVD AT Mm 10:29:43 AM [Eastern DayDght Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EF)GV-6I25 ' DNIS:273S300 ' CSID:3128278000 ' DURATION M:0542 



' BELL BOYCU & LLOYD LLC Fax: 31 28278000 Aug 8 2005 9:47 P. 19 

AppL No. 09/923,624 

Reply to Office Action of June j7, 20Q5 . 

I 

At a mimimmx.j Kakuta does not disclose, teach or suggest a third set of information 
showing a specified cojnmunity that is represented by an icon, where the first user can deUver 
the third set of infornjation to said second user by dragging and dropping the icon onto a 
- representation associat^i with said second user wilfain the virtual space as required, in part, by 
the claimed invention, is fully supported in the specification. See, Specification, for example, 
page 28, line 14 tbrouglj page 29. line 2. This allows the user to participate in a user commxtmty 
by way of an easy <^erati6n (e.g., dragging or dropping) within the virtual space. See, 
Specification, page 2, hies 14-16. Indeed, the Patent Office ^ears to aclmowledge same. See.' 
Office Action, page 6, lines 12-13. 

^°'"^^^^^^^'"«^o^.*^ta does not disclose, teach or suggest the subj^^^ 
defined in amended claims 1, 9, 10, 11 and 12 and the claims that depend therefrom. Therefore, 
the anticipation rejection in view of Kakuta should be withdrawn. 

Clamis 3, 4, 8,! 14-17 and 2l were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kakufe. Claims 3, 4 and 8 depend from amended claim 1. Claims 14-17 and 
21 depend from amended claim l2. Therefore, claims 3, 4, 8, 14-17 and 21 are allowable for at 
least the reasons set forth above with respect to amended claims 1 and 12 . Therefore, the 
obviousness rejection in view of Kakuta should be withdrawn. 

For the foregoing reasons. Applicant respectfully submits that the present appUcation is 
in condition for aUowancle and earnestly solicits reconsideration of same. 



Respectfully submitted, 
BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 
BY 



Thomas C. Basso 
Reg. No. 46,541 
Customer No. 29175 



Dated: August 8. 2005 
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